
City of Dayton Reduced to Ruins by Havoc of Flood and Flames

JLate- Reports Detract Little From
Size of Horror in

Dayton.

ENTIRE CITY SEEMS DOOMED

Buildings on 1* ire, and People
Leap in Water to liscape

Flames.

[Spccial to The Times-Dispatch.]
I olUllibllM, Ohio, Mmi ll 2«, <»:30 I*.

M.I.lioviruor C'nx I.eft here late this
ill It-moon lu command of Mprrlnl trulnn
of mllltinnioii iu. an attempt to reach
Duytou and rm'iip tin* hundreds of
persons Mho nrc marooned In buildings
In Hie business centre of the city,
m btch reported to the tiovcrnor
tin lielus *»vp|i| hy flumes.

Tills report x>io» continued In tvro
dispatcher rrcrlvrd hy the (iovernor,
<lne remiss

.'There 11*ih been nu explosiou iu the
ventre of Dayton. The tutvu Is on lire
and people are Imrniiif; 11P. U ». have
no ««y to Ket to them or to the lire
el t her."
The other messuKe stilted tlmt the

entire business section of the city ap¬
peared to l»e doomed.
The total di-ath list in Payton re¬

mains problematical. The most, au¬
thentic and latest report received to¬
day vas made to Oovernor Cox by his
secretary, Genrso F. Burbank, whom
he sent to Dayton in the ilrs; stages
of th.j flood.
The report is as follows:
'"Deaths may run as high as 2.000.

Property losses, ?10,000,000. River
four miles wide. Difficult to get any-

c whfre near the centre of the city.
Water Up jo tlie second story of the
phiillps House. Worst calamity in the
country since Galveston."
When lie left here with the troops

this afternoon, the Governor planned
to go front liete tn Troy and. if impos¬
sible to get front there into Dayton
by railroad, the troops would be taken
across the flood districts in boats and
on rafts.

People I.cnplng Into Water.
A telephone message received here

late this afternoon, reported that
niar^v persons who were marooned on
the burning buildings were jumping
into the water and being swept away
by the force of the flood.
Hundreds of startinp reports have

been received here during the day
ftom cities and towns throughout
'->hio and Indiana, and indicate that the I
loss of life has been enormous. The
.nost conservative estimate made this
aff.rnoon, placed the fatalities in the
two Stat s ;it fi71

Kntntic appeals are being sent from
Dayton for drinking water and food.1
The Mavir of Dayton lias- appealed to
the world for aid. savlnc that his citvn
was- on i e verae of a famine. Tlie

nvst- tn has b<> 11 completely de¬
molished. and it is impossible to drink
the thick. .vellow flood which 13
su.riiric a'l.Mjt the buildings.
A de, :drd drop in the temperature

ciidt-d K> the suffering of ihe flood
: A ^li*-:ht snow storm occurred

" ton this afternoon, and itidica-
'

are thai a blizzard will envelop
111. f-ntne flood district. »

f e Ohio (<flatin «¦ Increased the
opri.i! ion fnf r.-lie;" fund this af-

t' rnoon.
' If'ii. f>> was addrd to the long

list of >tri<ken towns, when a report
was !. eived from there this after-
ti >. Moling that fifty persons had
5 . < n drowned there, including Mayor
K' i ¦n<: 1 and Chief of Police Myers.

I'l l la. Ohio, where f>-Io are reported
to v. 'r drowned, had not been

ii'tnti. cated w*ith at -l o'clock, cen¬
tra! time, to-day.

Ar: nil onfirir.ed report reached Peln-
.ware, Ohio, tliis afternoon that fhe
x!.ai.r" of Stratford, five miles below
thar tow n, had been wiped out with
a loss of 200 liv.-s.

\ \v:re!. ^ .. mcssapo from Mount
Wrnon r<y;orju> .a +;.ss nf life there of!

Th. P' t/ssylvania and Baltimore
t-i.ei tracks hav< .been washed

.t A! wires air down and the town
Is cimpUt.-lv isolated

Day ton Worst StilYerer.
reports received from all sections in

t;< floode<< area show that Dayton has
Veen "t.< 'ar the worst sufferer The
rest the flood Is reported as havingpar-sed Dayton. but the Weather Hn-

if 'l an:r unced that heavy rains or
snow i.rriij. are expected to follow'
t'>-nighi, which will tend to increase
11 < flood water.-"

I he 'list news received from Day¬
ton to-day t > llir « of the disaster dls-
< los< the f. t that a large numbe.r of
persons were caught unawares The
£reates:t If ot lift <¦ irred in North
Dayton and IMverd.tle suburbs Dan-
'. *¦'r " riti^s of the oncoming tlood

11 s»".t out, and militiamen
v.i re patrolltiiK the banks of the Miami
K'.vfr watching for the rise While
every precaution was beinc taken to
>. ui-.rd the town from the natural flood

'¦ *1r* e f'T !):.. liver, the l.otamle re.M-r-
votr, in Shelby County, Knve way and
a terr!He torrent f water rusted into
t; <¦ already swollen t;\ei s.

This was the ¦.;!use of the flood
" t. h tr. ompl.-te! overed Davton.
lie fore the flood ,!l(. »>rolien r;.-s,.r.
von could abate, the to ;¦ rents were
added to b ti e n>"a\ v i air.' ove.-' a wide
'' .' ^"hieh ih drained by the Miami
t.i\er al-o\ e I >«t > »«¦ r i. This was in-

n y 'r.e Mnd Hiver, the lirie
1" ;: . a 1 and Stillwater ('ro k, all of
u Were swollen and are leporied
i s hcving burst through their lexers
ir, sew 1 ;,1 pi ... « ¦

I he top, -raph;. f f th« city made it
:r.Is sible f, r humln ds to escape

Supplies Are Sent
by War Departsrnt

bRklilnKtoii. Mareli ill Kuppllenordered fo-dnj l,v (he Vrerrlur.v of
Mur to be lushed to the neene of
the Hood dUuMrrn In Ohio, Indiana
and Nebraska:
To ( oliiiilbim, (i. 1,000,000 ra-

tloun. eaeli ration beln« u d«)'n tup.ply for one pemon.
Twentj llioutiind rntn, k/KiO tents.
.'J'lilirty thoufiund blankelo.
One hundred liooplliil tenia.
Eleven army oftleern and filty hos¬

pital eorpn eipcrU.
Four luiodred Move*.
Five thousand enna milk for the

jrounKtr children.
Five hundred hoien of preserved

drmaliiR.
'Jen tliouMand xneelne point*.
Five tliouMand nlitltypliold vnenlne.

For Omaha, \el».:
Four hundred hospital tenta.
One thousand blankets.

BIRDSEYE VIEW OF STRICKEN CITY OF DAYTON

""hen the waters poured over the cltv
Those that were not drowned o, 8K t
nway by the rushing wate s we^ mn
rooned in b.ihll.B8 and on housetops"Terror reigned among the marooned

^vep7,Sf,aombU/,lfn,rR nftcr was

l-inse!, I
foundation and col-

l?.'h ,I>,lnany Persons down
flehris "'to the water

l«o hundred floating bodies hiv.
been recovered from the water The
small number of ho-it<; n> »i^

' "°'K from proceeding as fast
at. conditions required
Keno;T!n,"K »f Head.

mmm
Ohio i

Dayton, 1.30ft to 2,000.
.Near Cincinnati. 200 to 250
I'iqua, 500 lo Mo.
Columbus, 200.
-Mount Vernon, ion (report).
Delaware, (>(1 to iaa,
Middleton, r.o to 100.
'I Win, 50 (report).
Sidney. 25 to 50
Hamilton, 12 to 115.
Tippecanoe, 3 to 5.
Scattering 50 to 100.
Stratford. 200 (report)
"otal. l.Tio to 2,310.

I» (liana 1

I'eru, 20 to 50.
New Castle, 3.
Lafayette, 2.

.VobiS^;'00 ^

Scattering:, 25.
Total, 152 to 252.

C.l'!»oU1 ,n °hi0 and !n'"ana. 1,*92 to

A report reached Wolf Creek two

h«Toss°o7 ,?,ay,°n- ,hi!i »"«rno°n thlt
cltv wh ,

fC °n.U,e *outh of the

tict ».
'"Obtains (ho business dis-

t on u ,h m0Ke Ih,t;k,V Populated sec¬
tion, is thought to ha v.- been t,eill.n

fhkhVrVS,' >".» f«S

Dayton tire department is light nu he
»" small rowboa 1 s with ti.V i,. -

billId'l'n'tB* .'n'° l,P""r of n ,nv

o t ,\ve v,oom m°w» in 'in
spreading

Pr"Vent l"° "»m«

Rivers Are Rising Rapidly and
Many Towns Are Under

Water.
[8p-la.,oTheTlme8-D.Bpatch.l

Rochester, N v.. March o« .
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'm tholr
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Fven That Docs Not Indicate
Size of Dayton's Death

List.

iTHOUSANDS ARE MAROONED

Terrific Current Prevents Rescue
of People From Flooded

Buildings.
fRy Associated Press ]Dayton, Ohio, March 26, 10 P. M..How great a death toll the deluee ofDayton had taken seemed to-night al¬

most as much a matter of conjecturea»: yesterday, but, acting on storiesbrought by survivors from the stricken
| districts, it was said, the National Cashj Register Company had ordered 500 cof-
.tins for Immediate delivery.The Great Miami River, swollen to a
jwidth heretofore unknown and running{with a terrific current, barred the wayto specific information of the number
of dead. While thousands of personsstill were marooned in houses and on
opportune roofs In the central portion!of the town, yet only a few corpseshad been recovered, and it v;as be-
lieved that in the northern section of!the submerged city, to which rescu-
Ing parties had been unable to pen-eti ate, would be found the greatestlife loss.
At »; o'clock this evening J. H. Mil¬

ler, secretary of the Board of Health,estimated that the deatli list would
i each 800.
While the flood receded this after¬

noon. the terrific current retarded res¬
cue work, and a cold, smarting rain
ridded to the discomforts of the alreadyoverburdened storm victims.
Kxpert oarsmen who braved tho tide

in the business section of the sub-
merged city this afternoon came back,rerve-racked, to relate narratives of

pitiable appeals marie to them by hun¬
dreds marooned in tipper floors of tall
iuildlngs. about whose lower stories
swirled a Ilood that threatened the
structures' foundations. The dark col¬
ors in the narrative were lightened
her** and there by stories of bravery
exhibited by many of the flood's pris¬
oners.
A woman with three children, ma¬

rooned in the upper (lour of her homo
on the ediro of tlie business district.
. .ailed to the oarsmen: "Oh. I know you
can't take me off," she cried, "but for
the love of humanity please take this
loaf of bread and Jug of molasses to
Sarah I'ruyn, flown the street; 1 know
hhe's starving."
Twice the boatmen attempted to take

tlifi food, but waves that eddied about
the submerged house hurled them back.
Further down, in tho exclusive res-

idcnce district, they were offered fab-
ulous sums for rescue. Their narrative
inspired an effort late thin afternoon
to launch a boat for navigation on the
vast river, hut up to a late hour tho
craft had been unable to pass beyond
areas already reached on the fringe of
the flooded district.
Rescue work, efficiently managed,and in which John 11. l*atterson, pres¬

ident of the National Cash Register
Company, was a leading spirit, pro¬
ceeded smoothly throughout the day.
Missing members of families were re-
stored to their loved ones through hu¬
man clearing houses established at
several points on the fringes of the
flood district.

L'p to 7 o'clock this evening 3.000 of
the homeless were housed in different
places of refuge, most of them beitiK
cared for at the plant of the National
t.'ash Register Company. Scores of
the water's victims were being carried
from their places of imprisonment late
this evening, and leaders of the res-
cuing parties were arranging for re-
lays of torches to light the way during
the night.

I.oguiinport l.'nder Writer.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Logansport. Ind., March "*>..Two-
thirds of the city Is under water, some
places to a depth of fifteen feet. So
far, there has been only one death,
but the property loss will be great.
Four Rovernment life saving boats,

each manned by ten marines froin the
Culver Military Academy, were
h.'ought tf» Logansport to-day to «ii»l
In the rescue work.

All I hrough Trains Arc Being
Sent Around Territory

Under Water.

SCHEDULES GO TO PIECES

Sections ot Ohio and Indiana Are
W ithout Rail l.'ommuni-

cation.

[Snftciai to The Times Dispatch J
Vfiv York. Mnrch ^(1 'I'lir nou!h-

nfMlcrn t(.>it of Ohio nrnl Soul hern
Indiana lire without nil) ronil ciiiiimil-
ntentlini to the Caul. ;mrt all tltrouich
IrsiiiiH 'hat generally puss through thin
territory nrr «letourert vln t'hleiino.
Kxtreme Niulct) wiih immlftvili'il to¬

day nt nil of tin* local olllcex of the rnll-
rouds. 'I'mlnn from points *re*t were
either <lelu>c<i or notlcen were ported
that toltl that the nclie«luIei« huil lieea
nnnu'leil. The nale of ticket* to the
I'l'Klou where (lie tlooil Iiiim erenteil the
moM hoMic hiiH liern illKcoiitlnticil or
¦mule wttll the provision that trans¬
portation l» Mtihjeef to ileln>.
The handling r,( freight has become

chaotic. The Pennsylvania. itailroad
has issuer! a bulletin describing con¬
ditions and warning agents against
receiving live stock or perishable
goods The Brie is suffering from a
hundred washouts.

Tlie P-ig Four.now a part of the
New York Central.i« completely tied
up, and the Haltimore ai;>i < )hio is un-
able to move train.* bevond il ration,
W. Va

Lines from New Vorlc to Chicago
via the northern routes will he nble,
however, to supply New York with
everything needed in the way of food¬
stuffs.

<"nu*en of Flood.
*A statement issued by Vice-President

Daly, of tho New York Central, gives

PATHS OF TORNADOES AND FLOODS

a'? &®AK®?£

vhe explanation for the series of floods.
Ii detail? how five nod one-half Inches
of rain, the heaviest on record, fell at
leveland during the forty-eight hours

ending Tuesday at 10 A. M.
Reports show that this condition pre-

vailed i,ot only at Cleveland, but over
n largn par!, of <>hio and Indiana Hard
bijou eis were, also reported in Eastern
i 'hio Tuesday nigilt, so fear \%;«s ex-

fressed that the swollen streams
would he delayed In receding.

Traffic to ,-:t. Louis Is continued, how-
ever, the above report states, and the
Southwestern Limited, one. of the New
York Central fliers for that clt\, left to-
flay on sfhedule time, to go, however,
\:a the Lake Shore route and Chicago,"The situation south of the Iai.ke
Shore line.' reads the report, "Is serl-
nus, and no trains are being operated
out of Cleveland for Indianapolis, St
Louis, Dayton, Cincinnati and Inter-
mediate points The passengers forColumbus are being transferred at New
London, Ohio."
The statement issued by the Penn¬

sylvania Railroad Is to the effect that
tli«.' high water and bad weather con-ditions throughout the Middle Westhave severely interrupted train service.
Passenger and freight traffic has prac-tlcally been discontinued over the Pan
Handlo route and other branches,Trains for Chicago on th»* Fort Wayne
route are discontinued west of Alii-
ance. Ohio.
The through service to Chicago con-

tinties. however, the.trains being de-
touted at Alliance and sent over theLake Shore line.

Ticket Snlr Sunpended.
The sale r,f tickets is suspended toall points where train service is inter-

ru pted.
More than 100 rilffetent washouts,

rome extending for more than 700 feet,have occurred on the Erie west of
. .lean, N Y. These vas'iouts continueall the way to Marlon, Ohio, and will
necessitate a week's work by 6.000
men to get thern into condition for use
Conditions on this road from Marlon

south through Dayton, Hamilton and
Cincinnati are completely demoralized.
Lrle passenger trains have been made
Arrangements for the handling ofwith the Lake Shore line, r>ut the move-

incut of freight trains Is at a stand-
still.

CONDlTllSARE jSERIOUS AT AKRON;
That Town, However, Not So

Sorely Distressed as Other
Places in Ohio,

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Akron, O.. March 26..To the Inter-National News Service:
Flood conditions are bad, but fortu-

mately for us not so bad as the re¬
ported conditions at Dayton, Columbus
and some other cities. The Little
Cuyahoga River here overflowed its
banks beyond all precedent, cutting
new channels in some places, carry¬ing to destruction about twenty-flvedwellings and saloons, all city bridgesand doing immense damage to the Ral-
timore and Ohio Railroad and countyfair grounds.
The Ohio Canal, fed by reservoirs

south of the city, also overflowed its
banks, and caused heavy damage to
the huslness district.

Several lives have been reported lost,but 1 know of only two authenticated
cases. The Erie ntid the PennsylvaniaRailroads are also damaged and sev¬
eral bridges over the Ohio Canal will
need extensive repairs. It Is impos¬sible to estimate the financial loss, but
it will be heavy. The rain ceased for awhile, and the water has slightly re¬
ceded, but to-night it is raining again,and no one can predict what may fol¬
low, though we hope the crisis Is past.Akron enn take care of tho publicloss, but contributions for the benefit
of individuals who have suffered loss
and are needy, would be acceptable.(Signed)

FRANK W. ROCKWELL.
Mayor,

Impossible Even to Estimate
Destruction Wrought at

Peru, Ind.

TRYING TO RESCUE LIVING

Till They Are Cared For There
Will Be No Time to Think

of Those Lost.

[By Associated Press.]
Peru, Ind., .March no..(Via telephone

to South Ilcntl.) VIvia details of the
dl"antroua flood nhivh visited Peru,
drowning scorca of It* inhabitants
and rendering homeless more than
half Itn population, were obtained late
to-day, it he 11 rr«cuer» succeeded In
propelling hosts through the Inundated
streets. The facta rMabllshed weret
Xumlirr of Persons drowned esti¬

mated from fifty up to an high a> ir»0,
It Ih-Iur Impossible to learn exactly he-
cause ninny bodies are hidden In houaics
still wholly submersed.
i\umber of persons homeless, 7,500.
Two hundred and twcutj-tlvo Injured

or sick survivors rescued and removed
to n temporary hospital at Plymouth,
Indiana.
Property loss, $2,500,000.
Only two of the dead identified.Mm

Rose Whittle and Mrs. Elsie Smith,
tenants of what was known as "Wal¬
nut Row," composed of twelve fram?
cottages, where twelve families were
drowned.
Winter quarters of a big circus

menagerie destroyed, about 500 valu¬
able animals b'lng drowned, includ¬
ing lions, bears, camels. elephants,
ponies, monkeys and a rare collection
of bird?.

Citizens, tlndincr lawlessness in every
block of the >:ity above water, organ¬
ized a vigilance committee with or¬
ders to shoot looters.
Condition to-nleht.
Several thousand persons still ma¬

rooned In th» courthouse, hospital,
factory buildings and other structures
because the various relief parties Rent
from South Btnd and other cities hart
not suflli'ient boats to carry them to
the nearest dry land, three miles away;
snow falling heavily and suffering in¬
tense b»<-aupe of the lark of h»-atlng
facilities, city In darkness except for
a scant supply of lant'rr.e The city
lui'i no electric power and no drink¬
ing water supply.
The only communication from Peru

to-day was maintained over feeb!»
telephone line. Much food, clothing
and blankets already have arrived on
the sc^ju*. but more help is needed.
The difll< ult< of beginning anything

like a death 1st is explained by the
fort that the rescue parties ilevoted
the entire day to carrying away tne
survivors who had cltrnbcd to perilous
positions on icy roofs T'ti men who
hp.d remained for two days on top of
the tank hi the water works, became
panic-strickr n at the sight of the Rr."t
rescue boat. ?>Iost of these men fell
Into the water in attempting to Jump
Into the boat and several of them were
carried away.
How soon. If ever, the names of all

the dead will be listed or tne known,
was given little thought by th" res¬
cuers to-night.
"Our energies are b'itig devoted en-

tirely to saving those still living."
said I.lcutenant-Governor O'Neill "It
Is Impossible for us even to try to
learn the whereabouts of the bodies
just now."'

It was said that many of thos*
taken the hospital at Plymouth ha<1
become sick through drinking muddy
water. To prevent this by supplying
fresh water was one of the problems
confronting the rescuers.
One of the rescue party, who mad*

the trip in the first boat that entered
the city, said: "We learned from the
survivors that the flood rushed In
upon the city about 10 o'clock Mon¬
day night. The river rose si* feet In
three hours. Warning had beer, given
some of the residents, hut many fail¬
ed to heed it
"The cry. to be saved from those

who saw the first boat was heart¬
rending. Some of them threatened
to jump Into 'lie water If we did not
take them aboard. But It was im¬
possible with the scant boat supply
to take all awav at once."

PEOPLE WARNED
TO RUN FOR LIVES

Wild Panic Caused by Report,
Which Proves to Be

Untrue.
Columbus. Ohio, March 26.A wild

panic was caused in this city late to¬
day, when patrol wagons dashed
through High Street, warning peoplo
to flee for their lives. The police had
received a report that the storage dam
which furnishes the city Its supply bad
broken and was sweeping down upon
the city billions of gallons of water.
Fn the downtown district and through¬
out the city the wildest scenes of ex¬
citement. wore enacted. It was not for
a long time afterwards that the report
was corrected and something like order
restored.
Later every available automobile

patrol wagon was ordered out and sent
over tho main section of the East Side
nnd the business district, reassuring
the people, many thousands of whom
had lied in the wild stampede.

Express Companies
Will Carry Free of Charge
ISpeelal to The Tlmes-Diapntch.]

York, March 1!0..The Adains
Express Company, the Amerclan Ex¬
press Company, the National, the
Houtliern Express Company, the
United States Express Company nnd
the Wells-Enrgo »fc Co. Express have
Issned Instructions to <He ngents of
their rc*peeU»e companies that they
.vrlll carry free contributions of
money nnd necessary supplies for
the relief of the sufferers from the
floods In Ohio, Indlnns, Illinois,
Northern Kentucky, Omnhn, Neb.,
nnd adjacent flood districts, when
such shipments . nre consigned to
municipal authorities or organized
relief committees.


